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Steel Union 
Wins Hike 
At Aleoa 


New York—Agreement on new 
contract terms between the Alumi- 
num Co. of America and the Steel- 
workers providing union gains top- 
ping even the 45.6-cent steel set- 
tlement brought an end to the strike 
of 18,000 Alcoa workers in its 
eighth day. 

It was expected to be followed 
shortly by a similar agreement be- 
tween the union and the Reynolds 
Metal Co., where 10,000 also 

_walked out Aug. 1 when the two 
companies failed to budge from a 
“take-it-or-leave-it” offer. 

The three-year Alcoa-Steelwork- 
ers agreement provides 5 cents 
more in wages than the steel settle- 
ment—3 cents coming in the form 
of direct wage hikes and 2 cents 
going to correct inequities. In 
addition, an extra 2.5 cents was 
won in the form of an improved 
insurance plan for workers and 
their dependents. 


The total 7.5-cent gain in the 
aluminum settlement was insisted 
upon by the Steelworkers in addi- 
tion to the basic 45.6-cent “pack- 
age” won in steel because, due to 
industry differences, certain incen- 
tive benefits in the new steel pact 
will actually cost the steel com- 
panies that much more than the 
same terms cost the aluminum pro- 
ducers. : 

Earlier, another AFL-CIO union, 
the Aluminum Workers, signed a 
three-year pact with Alcoa covering 
15,000 workers. Nine AWIU lo- 
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COMPANY PASS is displayed by Miss Sid Hustak, office worker at 
the New Kensington, Pa., plant of the Aluminum Co. of America, to 
three picketing members of the Steelworkers and two company offi- 
cials during the strike, which has now been settled. 


® 


Stevenson Leads Race 
For Party Nomination 


By Willard Shelton 


Chicago—A non-defeatist Democratic national convention opens 
its formal sessions Aug. 13 with Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois the 
strong front-runner for the presidential nomination, but with a 


potential civil rights fight still bub- 


Labor Blasts Importing. 
Far Eastern Farm Help 


By Milton Plumb 


Over organized labor’s protests, Sec. of Labor James P. Mitchell 
has approved the importation of 500 Japanese and 100 Filipino 
farm workers under contract to California agricultural associations 


for assignment to big corporation-® 


type “factories in the field” on the 
West Coast. 

In addition, approval has been 
given to plans for expanding the 
number of contract workers to be 
brought in from Japan and the 
Philippines to a total of 1,000 from 
each country. 


It is known that the Labor Dept. 
at first expressed vigorous opposi- 
tion to the new Japanese and 
Filipino contract labor programs, 
which California employers | are 
setting up with the backing of Com- 
missioner of Immigration Joseph 
M. Swing and Sec. of State John 
Foster Dulles. ee 

The original proposals for sub- 
standard wages and working con- 


ditions were flatly turned down by 
the Labor Dept., and the 600 work- 
ers now being brought in will re- 
ceive 85 cents an hour instead of 
65 cents as originally proposed. 
In addition, before certifying the 
program, the Labor Dept. managed 
to amend the work contract to 
provide standards similar to those 
under the Mexican Contract Labor 
Program. 

The big shortcoming, however, is 
the fact that the Labor Dept. will 
lack the specific legal powers to 
enforce compliance which Congress 
gave it under the Mexican pro- 


am. 
The U.S. Section of the Joint 
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bling. 
Agreement on the language of a 
civil rights plank—probably includ- 
ing either direct or oblique approval 
of the Supreme Court’s school de- 
segregation decision—may be de- 
layed until shortly before the plat- 
form is presented to the convention 
the night of Aug. 15. 
The platform and_ resolutions 
committee held five full days of 
public hearings on pfoposed planks 
—civil rights and others—while be- 
hind the scenes the struggle on “lan- 
guage” was conducted between can- 
didates and powerful party leaders. 
Harriman Challenges 

New York’s Gov. Averell Harri- 
man challenged the Stevenson 
camp’s claim of a first-ballot or sec- 
ond-ballot victory and insisted he 
“was in the fight to stay.” 


Carmen Desapio, New York na- 
tional committeeman, refusing to 
acknowledge that Stevenson was his 
target, charged a “wilful distortion 
of facts, figures and truth” by those 
claiming an early Stevenson victory. 


Meany Puts Stress 
On 5 Key Issues 


| Chicago—The AFL-CIO expects the two great political parties in 
;| their platforms “to say what you mean and to mean what you say,” 
:| Pres. George Meany said in a statement prepared for the Democratic 
| National Convention resolutions committee. 

Meany filed for the record a 48-page detailed list of recommen- 


pear Friday morning, Aug. 10, to 
present an oral summary. 

’ The summary, as prepared for 
presentation, placed particular 
stress on: 

@The importance of improving 
our national defense and the unity 
of the free world. : 
@Strengthening our national 
economy by broadening purchasing 
power. 

® Making “a complete overhaul” 
of the Taft-Hartley law. 

_ © Protecting employe pension and 
welfare funds. 

® Obtaining legislation to protect 
civil rights. : 

Civil Rights Issue 

On the widely-discussed civil 
rights issue, Meany said “it is the 
clear responsibility of the federal 
government” to see that the Su- 
preme Court anti-segregation de- 
cision, calling for “all deliberate 
speed,” is “complied with in every 
state and community.” 

“It is also up to the federal 
government to assure every citi- 
zen the right to register and to 
vote, the right to protection from 
mob violence and the right of 
free access to the courts,” he 
emphasized. 


mitting filibusters.” 
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_His opponent will be Republican 
Mayor Albert E. Cobo of Detroit— 
like Williams, never defeated in a 
bid for public office. 

In Kansas primaries, the liberal 
Republican Gov. Fred Hall was 
roundly defeated in his fight for re- 
nomination, becoming only the sec- 
ond governor in 50 years to be 
denied a chance for a second term. 
The victor was State Rep. Warren 
W. Shaw. 

George Docking and Harry 
Woodring, who was governor in 
1930-32 and’ secretary of war from 
1936 to 1940, were locked in a fight 
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for the Democratic nomination 


dations and was scheduled to ap-® 


Labor’s program, Meany said, 
admittedly “will get nowhere un- 
less the Senate ends its rule per- 
He called on 
“both parties” to seek amendment 
of Senate Rule 22 and “permit a 
majority of senators present and 


Leadership 
Key Need, 
Says Meany 


Chicago—“Leadership from 
government” is required in a 
score of fields to help all Ameri- 
cans fulfill their “just aspira- 
tions,” AFL-CIO Pres. Meany 
said in a detailed statement filed 
with the Democratic Party’s plat- 
form committee. 

In presenting what he described 
as a “comprehensive statement” of 
labor’s suggestions for govern- 
mental action, Meany emphasized 
that “we do not under-rate the in- 
dividual’s own responsibility.” 

“, . « We seek only those aids 
which are required to enhance the 
opportunity of the individual to 
achieve his legitimate personal 
ends, and which are essential to 
the welfare of the nation as a 
whole,” he said. 


Concern of Workers 


The 48-page document which the 
AFL-CIO head presented to the 
Democrats—and which will be 
given to the Republican platform 
writers next week in San Francisco 
—covered a wide range of subjects, 
from “statehood for Alaska and 
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Gov. Williams Easy Victor 
In Michigan Primaries 
Gov. G. Mennen Williams won the Democratic nomination for 


an unprecedented fifth term as governor of Michigan with virtually 
no opposition in the primary election. 


a> 
_— 


which seemed destined to go to the 
final precinct for a decision. 

Sen. Frank Carlson (R) easily 
won renomination and. will be op- 
posed by Paul Aylward (D), Elles- 
worth attorney, or George Hart of 
Wichita, who were locked in a tight 
struggle. 

Lt. Gov. James T. Blair, Jr., 
scored a landslide victory in the 
Democratic gubernatorial primary 
in Missouri. Lon Hocker, Jr., St. 
Louis, will be his Republican oppo- 
nent, 

Sen. Thomas C. Hennings, Jy. 
(D) was renominated without op- 
position, : 
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Chicago—Following %8 the text of the oral statement 
by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany before the Platform 
Committee of the Democratic National Convention: 


N behalf of the American Federation of Labor and 
Congress of Industrial Organizations, I wish to sub- 
mit to this committee a number of recommendations for 
inclusion in the 1956 national platform of your party. 
With the permission of the committee, I will submit the 
entire list of proposals in written form for the record, and 
confine my oral presentation to a few all-important matters. 
At the outset, let me state the seriousness with which the 
American labor movement views the platforms of our two 
great political parties. ‘There has been in recent years a 
revival of the political cynicism summed up in the comment 
that “platforms are made to run on, not to stand on.” 


The American labor movement abhors that view. We 


distrust those who take the position that platforms should - | 


seem to be all things to all men but, in practice, mean little 
to anyone. 

We look upon the platform of a political party as a 
serious declaration, democratically arrived at, of the 
party's beliefs. We consider it a solemn obligation upon 
the party and upon the party’s candidates. 

In addition we feel that party platforms should be spelled 
out in plain language so that no one can misunderstand. 

Labor will not be satisfied with weasel words, glitter- 
ing generalities or the advertising man’s glib insincerity. 


HIS is a critical period in human affairs. Today, as 

perhaps never before in our history, it is incumbent 
upon the parties to think clearly and to state honestly their 
beliefs and their philosophies and to guarantee, as honor- 
able men, that these commitments will be treated as sacred 
promises. 

No party can today adopt a platform that evades respon- 
sibility in the field of civil rights, for example, or which 
pays only lip service to the need for adopting a labor-man- 
agement statute which outlaws existing inequities. 

We earnestly urge you to say what you mean and to 
mean what you say. For we, and millions of other Amer- 
icans, will be basing our personal decision as voters equally 
upon the platform and the candidates and the record in 
this year’s national election. ‘ 

It should 4e pointed out at the outset that the AFL-CIO 
today is the largest single organization in the United States. 
It represents more than 15 million American working men 
and women. We seek to improve the conditions of all 
workers. Our interests are identical with those of all 
Americans. Our program is keyed to the national welfare, 
rather than the selfish advantage of any special region or 
group. 

Permit me further to explain that the AFL-CIO is 
committed to a strictly non-partisan political policy. We 
‘will not become a part of any political party, nor attempt 
to dominate any political party. On the other hand, we 
will not permit any political party to dominate us. The 
American trade union movement has a long history of 
active interest in political affairs. We intend to inten- 
sify that activity, this year and in the future. 

Our political action program will be directed along these 
lines: we will do our utmost to persuade union members 
and their families and friends to register and to vote; we 
will distribute, as widely as we can, factual information on 
the candidates and the issues; and we will endorse candi- 
dates for public office on the basis of their record and 
platform, regardless of their political affiliation. 


Foreign Policy— 
National Defense 


The hazardous situation in international affairs, accented 
by the fact that intemperate and ruthless dictators possess 
weapons that can wipe out whole nations overnight, de- 
mands the highest type of responsible leadership from both 
parties. The free world looks to America for such leader- 
ship. We must provide it. . 

To the workers of America, the preservation of peace 
and freedom constitutes the most important issue of our 
time. Without peace there can be no hope for construc- 
tive progress. Without freedom, life would not be worth 
living. 

Labor squarely faces the fact that the threat to peace 


and freedom today stems from one source—Soviet Russia.- 


We are not deluded for one moment by the new faces the 
leaders of the Kremlin put on and take off like masks to 
fool the gullible into forgetting that the Communist con- 
spiracy still is aimed at world “domination by any means, 
including war—and will never be satisfied with less. In the 
continuing struggle between freedom and slavery, the 
American trade union movement can never and will never 
be neutral. 

We call for a stronger and more effective foreign policy 
toward these ends: « © 

®To unite the free peoples of the world in common 
cause. 

*To counteract the fatal infection of neutralism im 
Europe and Asia. 

© To oppose with honest consistency any and all forms 
of governmental dictatorship. , 

®To expose the hypocrisy of communism. 

® To seek re-unification of Germany in freedom. 

© To permit people in the grip of any form of colonialism 
to choose their own destiny through free elections. 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 


® To encourage the economic and social progress of all 
free nations by broader development of manyennte trade 
and other available means. 


® To provide long range programs of economic and tech- 
nical assistance to underdeveloped nations and areas that 
might otherwise succumb to Communism by default. 

®To build the United Nations and its agencies into a 
more effective instrument for maintaining world peace and 
promoting human rights, and to give unwavering support to 
the UN policy of denying the admission of any nation 
whose form of government has been imposed by a foreign 
power, whose people are denied the fundamental human 
tights spelled out in the UN Charter and whose record 
shows it has been guilty of aggressive war against the UN. 

®To hold the door open to negotiations with Soviet 
Russia for an effective disarmament program or any other 
honorable steps that would lessen world.tensions, but to 
close the door firmly against appeasement. 


Until agreement can be reached on an acceptable dis- 
armament program, labor recognizes the imperative neces- 
sity of strengthening our national defense, in community 
with other free nations, at whatever cost. This recommen- 
dation embraces all forms of armament and weapons that 
might be used against us by an enemy. We are convinced 
that the only power that the Communists respect, the only 
power that will surely deter them from instigating another 
world war, is superior power. 


National Economy 


It takes more than military strength to keep America 
going. In fact, the leaders of the Kremlin long have 
banked on the assumption that economic collapse would 
crumble our resistance and that of other capitalist nations. 

Thus, the healthy functioning of our economic system 
is of vital concern not only to the well-being of our people 
but to our very national security. 


Despite outward appearances of general prosperity, there 
are disturbing signs that the national economy has been 
slipping in recent months. Unemployment has assumed 
serious proportions in a number of consumer industries, 
especially automobiles.’ 

Equally alarming is the sharp decline in farm income, 
which will, if unchecked, adversely affect the entire nation 
—labor and business as well as farmers. 


Morgan and Vandercook 
Radio Times Changed 


The American Broadcasting Co. has announced 
changes in the times of the two AFL-CIO nightly 
radio broadcasts during the weeks of the Democratic 
and Republican national conventions. | 

During the Democratic convention at Chicago, the 
week of Aug. 13, Edward P. Morgan will be heard 
at his usual time, 7 p. m. (EDT). John W. Vander- 
cook will be heard at 9:25 p. m. (EDT), immediately 
before the evening convention session begins. 

The schedule for the following week, when the 
Republican convention meets in San Francisco, is as 
follows: Morgan will be heard at 10 p. m. (EDT), 
immediately upon the conclusion of the day’s ses- 
sions. Vandercook will be on the air at 10:45 p. m. 
(EDT). 


Recommendations 


ABOR is convinced that the only workable solution to 
this basic and constantly recurring problem is a pro- 
gram of public and private action. geared to economic 
growth and expansion—a program that will provide good 
jobs not only to our present working force but to the mil- 
lions of young people who will be looking for employ- 
ment in the years to come, a program that will provide 


‘greater mass purchasing power to keep pace with the rise 


in productive power, a program that will assure a con- 
tinually higher standard of living for ‘all the American 
people. 

The potentialities for economic growth are tremendous. 
Atomic energy, automation, electronics—all of these can 
spell great progress for America. Our laboratories are 
literally pouring out new ideas that create new industries 
and new production methods. They can—if we plan well 
—mean new prosperity for our country. 

The fundamental key to this new prosperity, we firmly 
believe, is a redevelopment of a broader consumer base; 
the realization of a high wage policy which will give 

_America’s millions the purchasing power that matches 
her productive ability. 

To achieve that purchasing power, we recommend these 
steps: 

® Encouragement of free collective bargaining by fed- 
eral, state and local governments. 

© Reduction of federal income taxes for families in the 
low- and middle-income brackets and for small business. 

© Broadening the coverage of the minimum wage law 
and raising the floor to at least $1.25 an hour. 2 

® Legislation to provide assistance to depressed indus- 
trial areas where unemployment persists. 

® Modernization of .our present inadequate unemploy- 
ment compensation system and further liberalization of 
Social Security, including the adoption of féleral insurance 
against the cost of medical care. 

® Development of a housing program that will bring 
about the construction of two million new dwelling units 
a year, including encouragement of private construction of 
reasonably priced homes for the average family and expan- 
sion of public housing and slum clearance projects for low- 
income groups. 

@Enactment of a comprehensive farm program, em- 
bracing price supports, conservation payments, low-interest 
loans and rural electrification. 

® Government loans, under liberal terms, to stimulate 
business and farm investment and modernization, especial- 
ly for small enterprises. 

® Major federal and state programs to meet acute short- 
‘ages of schools, hospitals, roads and other vital public serv- 
ices. This is perhaps the most urgent domestic responsi- 
bility facing the next Congress. It can no longer be neg- 
lected without serious damage to the national welfare. 


Labor-Management 
Relations 


Labor has received repeated campaign pledges to cor- 
rect the manifest injustices that the Taft-Hartley Act im- 
poses upon the nation’s workers. Yet the law still stands, 
Virtually in its original form. It still obstructs free collec- 
tive bargaining. It still makes a mockery of the right of 
workers to organize into unions of their own choice. It 
still gives hostile employers a whole arsenal of unfair wea- 
pons against pnions. Moreover, the inequities of this law 
have been seriously aggravated by the rulings and inter- 
pretations of the present National Labor Relations Board. 

We strongly urge a complete overhaul of the Taft- 
Hartley Act to make it fair and just to labor and manage- 
ment alike, while protecting the public interest. We fur- 
ther recommend that the discretionary powers of the 
National Labor Relations Board be spelled out by Con- 
gress in the new law. To prevent attrition and amputa- 
tion of labor’s rights at the state level, we call upon Con- 
gress to delete from Sec. 14(b) of the Taft-Hartley law, 
the language that permits states to enact the so-called 
“Right-to-Work” laws that are aimed at destroying 
unions. 

Despite bi-partisan pledges of support, Congress failed 
to enact legislation broadening the coverage of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act to millions of retail and wholesale 
employes who still receive less than the federal $1-an- 
hour minimum wage. We urge that this omission be recti- 
fied at the earliest opportunity. 

We also strongly recommend that the Walsh-Healy Pub- 
lic Contracts Act, the Davis-Bacon Act and the enforce- 
ment of labor standards laws by the Dept. of Labor be 
strengthened along the lines set forth in the memorandum 
I am herewith submitting. 


Administration of Health, 
Welfare and Pension Plans 


Finally, and by no means least important under the 
heading of labor-management relations, is the matter of 
administration and supervision of welfare funds. 

We in the AFL-CIO consider that these funds were con- . 
ceived and must be administered for the sole benefit of 
employes and their families. These officials of labor unions 
and of companies who are named to administer these funds, 
should and must be expected to treat them as a sacred and 
public trust. 

Conscious of the human failings to which all men are 
exposed, we believe that the most constructive approach 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Politicians Advised: 


‘Mean What You Say’ 


‘(Continued from page 1) 
voting to limit and close debate.” 

The existing Rule 22 —the 
“Wherry” rule—requires a_ two- 
thirds vote of all senators—64 of 
the total membership of 96—before 
a filibuster can be broken. 


Overhaul T-H Law 
In the field of collective bargain- 
ing, Meany pointed out, “labor has 
received repeated campaign pledges 
to correct the manifest injustices” 
of the Taft-Hartley Act,” yet “the 
law still stands, virtually in its orig- 
inal form.” ° 
“ A complete overhaul” should 
make the law “fair and just to 
labor and management while pro- 
tecting the public interest,” he 
said. 


He further recommended spe- 
cifically that Sec. 14 (b), authoriz- 
ing so-called state “right-to-work” 
laws, be “deleted,” and he asked 
Congress to “spell out” the dis- 
cretionary powers of the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

Meany pointed out that in the 
past the AFL-CIO had urged Con- 
gress to approve a system for “pub- 
lic disclosure” of the financial de- 
tails of all employe welfare and 
pension funds. 

“We regret that our urging has 
not led to adoption of such a statute 
and that management representa- 
tives and insurance firms have not 
joined us in this crusade,” he said. 

Welfare and pension funds 
“were conceived and must be ad- 
ministered for the sole benefits of 
employes and their families,” he de- 
clared, and the “most constructive 
approach” to insuring their “invio- 
lability is to place their operations 
in a goldfish bowl.” 


‘State Beliefs Honestly 

“This is a critical period in 
human affairs,” the statement de- 
clared, “It is incumbent upon the 
parties to think clearly and to state 
honestly their beliefs and their 
philosophies. 

“Labor will not be satisfied with 
weasel words, glittering generalities 
or the advertising man’s glib insin- 
cerity.” 

The AFL-CIO program, the state- 
ment said, “is keyed to the national 
welfare, rather than the selfish ad- 
vantage of any special region or 
group.” 

Although representing directly 
more than 15 million American 
workers, “we seek to improve the 
conditions of all workers,” 
Meany declared. 

“Our interests are identical 
with those of all Americans,” he 
added. 

Meany’s statement emphasized 
the “strictly non-partisan political 
policy” of the AFL-CIO. It will 
not become a part of, or attempt to 
“dominate” any party, or “permit 


any political party to dominate us,” 
it ‘said. ‘ ‘ 

But the American trade union 
movement “has a long history of 
active interest” in political affairs 
and “we intend to intensify that 
activity, this year and in the fu- 
ture,” the statement continued. 

Will Distribute Records 

“We will do our utmost to per- 
suade union members and _ their 
families and friends to register and 
to vote; we will distribute, as widely 
as we can, factual information on 
the candidates and the issues; and 
we will endorse candidates on the 
basis of their record and platform, 
regardless of political affiliation,” it 
said. . 

Meany declared that to Amer- 
ican workers “the preservation of 
peace and freedom constitutes 
the most important issue of our 
time.” 

“Labor squarely faces the fact 
that the threat to peace and free- 
dom today stems from one source 
—the Soviet Union,” he said. 

He called for a “stronger and 
more effective foreign policy” di- 
rected toward 10 important ends to 
unite the free world, counteract 
“the fatal infection of neutralism 
in Europe and Asia,” expose the 
“hypocrisy of communism” and 
reunite a free Germany, aid under- 
developed nations, build up the 
United. Nations and its agencies, 
oppose colonialism and all forms of 
dictatorship, and to “close the door 
firmly against appeasement” while 
keeping open the door for “negotia- 
tions for effective disarmament... 
or any other honorable steps that 
would lessen world tension.” 

“We are convinced that the only 
power the Communists respect, the 
only power that will surely deter 
them from instigating another world 
war, is superior power,” he de- 
clared. 

Healthy Economy Vital 

The “healthy functioning of our 
economic system” is vital not only 
to the people’s well-being but “to 
our very national security,” he 
warned. 

“Despite outward appearances of 
general prosperity,” he said, “there 
are disturbing signs that the nation- 
al economy has been slipping in 
recent months.” 

He cited unemployment in auto- 
mobiles and other consumer indus- 
tries and the sharp decline in farm 
income. 

“The only workable solution 
- «is a program of public and 
private action geared to economic 
growth and expansion,” he said. 

This expansion must provide jobs 
for millions soon to enter the labor 
force and “provide greater mass 
purchasing power to keep pace with 
the rise in productive power.” 

New industries and techniques 


STATE STANDARDS are as necessary to a political convention as dele 


Sia: 


gates—and who’d make ’em 


but union workers? Here the finishing touches are being put on the three-sided standards for the 
Democratic national parley opening next week in Chicago. 


Stevenson Leads Race for Party 
Nomination at Chicago Convention 


(Continued from page 1) 


The “distortion,” he said, must 
be “either a Republican-inspired 
hoax or an act of desperation con- 
ceived in the awareness that Harri- 
man is gaining new support and 
new strength each hour.” 

To observers, it was difficult to 
discover where Harriman ex- 
pected to find enough delegate 
strength—and hold enough stub- 
born favorite-son delegations in 
line for many ballots—to stop 
Stevenson. : 


A brief civil rights fiurry erupted 
in the pre-convention week when 
Stevenson said in a televised inter- 
view that the Democratic platform 


can create a “new prosperity,” but 
the “fundamental key is a redevel- 
opment of a broad consumer base,” 
Meany said. 

He called for encouragement of 
free collective bargaining, tax relief 
for low-income and middle-income 
families and for small business, a 
rise in the minimum wage to $1.25 
an hour with broadened coverage, 
modernization of unemployment 
compensation and social security 
systems, and great new housing, 
school, hospital and farm programs. 

Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the 
United Automobile Workers 
planned to file with the platform 
committee a written statement of 
views on behalf of the Auto Work- 
ers, for release after this paper 
went to press. 


should express “unequivocal ap- 
proval of the (Supreme) Court’s 
decision.” 

He had made approximately the 
same statement to half a dozen 
daily newspaper reporters the pre- 
vious day, without allowing direct 
quotation. The televised interview 
provoked a mild storm in a pre- 
viously-called caucus of southern 
delegates. 


Late in the evening after the cau- 
cus, Mississippi’s Gov. James P. 
Coleman, the spokesman, insisted 
that there was nothing the south- 
erners felt excited about. The. as- 
sumption was that soothing assur- 
ances had been given him. 

Bolt ‘Possible’ 

Observers agree unanimously that 
southern Democrats are in no mood 
to pick a civil rights fight this year 
and initiate a “bolt” from the 
Democratic party comparable to 
the Dixiecrat bolt of 1948 or the 
pro-Eisenhower bolt of 1952. 

A southern bolt, however, 
could not be entirely ruled out of 
consideration. From northern 
Democrats, the pressure for a 
clear-cut civil rights plank was 
strong. Northern Democrats 
argued that to fail in this field 
would allow Republicans to pre- 
empt the issue. 

Stevenson aides pointed to his 
New York City speech of Apr. 25 
saying that the Supreme Court deci- 
sion against school segregation “was 
simply an expression of our steady 


| Economic Advisers, 


movement toward genuine equality 
of all before the law,” and criticiz- 
ing the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion’s “failure” to do its part in 
meeting this most fateful internal 
problem and the rising tensions that 
have followed in its train. 


One observable fact about the 
Democrats of 1956 is the extraordi- 
nary anxiety of perhaps a dozen 
governors and senators to obtain 
the vice presidential nomination. 

Willing Candidates 

The one avowed candidate, as 
the AFL-CIO News went to press, 
was Sen. Hebert H. Humphrey of 
Minnesota. But others believed to 
be “willing” included Sen. Estes 
Kefauver of Tennessee, who was 
fulfilling his promise to work for 
Stevenson’s nomination; Sen. John 
F. Kennedy of Massachusetts; 
Mayor Robert F. Wagner of New 
York City; Gov. Robert B. Meyner 
of New Jersey, and Gov. Frank 
Clement and Sen. Albert Gore of 
Tennessee. 

Leon H. Keyserling, former 
chairman of Truman’s Council of 
warned the 
committee that Democrats could 
not win by accusing Republicans of 
sins reminiscent of the depression 
era. 

Cola G. Parker, president of the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers, told the committee that the 
“confidence factor” under Eisen- 
hower had “engendered the release 
of economic initiative and activity.” 


Labor’s Recommendations to Democratic Party 


(Continued from Page 2) 
to insuring the inviolability of these funds is to place 
their operations in a goldfish bowl. Thus we have urged 
the Congress in the past to adopt public disclosure 
statutes which would bear equally upon labor union offi- 
cials, management officials and, where they are involved, 
insurance company officials. 

We regret that our urging has not led to adoption of 
such a statute and that management representatives and 
insurance firms have not joined us in this crusade. In my 
detailed recommendations, this committee will find a care- 
ful statement of what we believe should be in such a law. 
We urge this committee to add such language to this year’s 
platform. 


Civil Rights 

Discrimination or segregation based upon race, color, 
creed or national origin manifestly subverts our basic 
democratic principles as well as the Constitution itself. 

Specifically, the efforts of certain individuals, groups 
and even states to thwart the Supreme Court’s decision 
prohibiting racial segregation in the public schools must 
not be permitted to go unchallenged. 

It is the clear responsibility of the federal government 


to see to it that the Supreme Court's ruling that segrega- 
tion in the schools must be eliminated with “all deliberate 
speed” is complied with in every state and community 
in this country. 

It is also up to the federal government to assure every 
citizen the right to register and to vote, the right to protec- 
tion from mob violence and the right to free access to the 
courts for enforcement of constitutional guarantees. 

Labor urges both parties to give unequivocal support 
to enactment by Congress of: 

© An effective and enforceable Fair Employment Prac- 
tices Act. ; 

© Legislation making lynching a federal crime. 

¢ A law abolishing state poll-taxes as a prerequisite of 
voting. 

© A provision establishing within the Dept. of Justice a 
division under an assistant attorney general authorized to 
deal with civil rights matters. 

We recognize that this program will get nowhere unless 
the Senate ends its rule permitting filibusters. We there- 
fore call upon both parties to work for amendment of 
Senate Rule 22 to permit a majority of senators present 
and voting to limit and close debate. 


Labor will not accept any evasions of federal responsi- 
bility to protect the civil rights of all American citizens. 
There is no greater threat to the internal security of this 
country nor to the maintenance of effective American 
leadership in the global struggle against totalitarianism 
than the denial of liberty, justice and equality of oppor- 
tunity to our own citizens. 

In the matter of civil liberties, we feel that effective 
measures can be taken to safeguard our nation against 
espionage and subversion without weakening in the slight- 
est the fundamental individual freedoms inherent in the 
American way of life. 

Security programs should lean over backward to pro- 
_tect the innocent. Congress should prevent harsh and 
tyrannical treatment of witnesses before its committees. 
In addition, steps should be taken to improve the opera- 
tion of industrial security programs and to prevent em- 
ployers from using them as anti-labor instrumentalities. 
~ [have set forth, in summarized form, the highlights of 
the platform recommendations contained in the written 
document submitted to this committee. I respectfully sug- 


gest that the members of this committee take time to read 
‘the entire statement and give it your earnest consideration. 
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Platforms and Performances 


g paien WEEK AND NEXT the Democratic and. Republican con- 
ventions will be drafting and adopting the political platforms on 
which they will go before the American public in quest of votes. ~ 

AFL-CIO Pres. Meany has given to the Democrats a thorough- 

going discussion of the views of organized labor. Next week, the 
Republicans will get the same sort ef presentation. 
- One of the contributions that labor political activity has made 
during the past few years is an intensified concern about issues and 
platforms. Just as trade unionists “look for the label” on industrial 
products, they also look for the progressive, forward-looking sub- 
stance in the policies of the two major parties. 

Candidates receive endorsement and support on the basis of 
their records and of the platform on which they stand. The party 
platform must be a “living document” with meaning—not just 
a collection of platitudes to be forgotten as soon as it has been 
published. 

Not the least important of the statements in Pres. Meany’s testi- 
mony was his assertion that the Democratic platform—and the 
Republican,. too—must “say what you-mean and mean what you 
say.” 


The platform is important; tremendously snipictant But the per- ' 


formance is equally important. 

What labor wants from each political party is a serious deter- 
mination to translate the words of the platforms into constructive 
legislation. 

And no excuses, please. 


After the Steel Strike 


T’S ALREADY STARTING—the effort to convince the public that 

the steelworkers union was 
boosts just announced by the steel companies. 

The propaganda can’t stand too much examination. First of all the 
union had pointed out well before the strike’s end that wage and fyinge 
improvements could be paid out of present record profits and still 
leave a hefty return for stockholders. 

Secondly, the price increase was far higher—in relation to the size 
of the wage increase—than “price adjustments” announced in the 
steel industry in years past. 

. Management always insists that price policy is its business—but it 
. Shouldn’t try to pass off the blame on the workers. 

Another propaganda theme is that the Administration, through Sec. 
of Labor James Mitchell and Sec. of the Treasury George Humphrey, 
was really responsible for getting the companies to agree to the new 

ct. 

T Undoubtedly, Administration pressure was a factor—but it also raises 
some questions. If the GOP publicity machine wants to take credit for 
that form of “interference” in the dispute, how can that be reconciled 
with the Administration’s policy of “hands off labor disputes”? 

And if the Administration felt it should “interfere,” why did it wait 

for four long weeks after the ‘strike started—without having lifted a 
finger to mediate the dispute before the strike deadline? 
_ Before the steel strike, industry sources were predicting a strike of 
four, six or eight weeks before management would settle; and during 
that period, it was felt, the high inventory of steel products would be 
partially used up. 

The suspicion remains that, give or take a few days, steel company 
managements settled the strike when they wanted to, rather than at 
the “demand” of Washington. 
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(The following analysis of the 
nation’s economic position is ex- 
cerpted from an address by Leon 
H. Keyserling, former chairman of 
the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers and presently a consult- 
ing economist, entitled “Almost Full 
Employment Is. Not Enough.”) 


The American economy is now 
operating at high though insufficient 
levels of activity. I do not share 
the deep pessimism pervading some 
quarters. I think that we will aver- 
age for this year as a whole a gross 
national product of about $400 
billion, or about 3.3 percent higher 
than the $387.2 billion level for 
1955 as a whole. 

But while we are doing well, we 
are not doing well enough. The 
economic situation is uneven. Some 
sectors, such as investment in plant 
and equipment, are at a boom level 
which cannot be sustained unless 
other parts of the economy grow 
more rapidly. 


Agriculture Depressed 
Some sectors, notably agriculture, 
are depressed despite the general 
prosperity. In between these two 
extremes, there are a multiplicity 
of conditions—some good, some 
bad, some indifferent. The most 
significant generalization is that we 
are certainly not expanding rapidly 
enough to absorb our growing pro- 
ductivity and our growing labor 
force. 

This condition hurts some 
more than others while it lasts, 
and will hurt all in the long run 
if it is not corrected. What is the 
reason for this condition, and 
what should be done about it? 
The general high level of eco- 
nomic activity is the resultant of 
three factors: first, certain momen- 
tums created by large and small 
wars, and by international tensions; 
second, elements of inherited but 
enduring strength built into the 
economy during the structural re- 
form period which succeeded the 
Great Depression; and third, the 
willingness of the current Adminis- 


tration to accept and utilize a 
majority of these structural re- 
forms, accompanied by the willing- 
ness of our énterprise system to 
hold fast to improvements in its 
economic thinking and its econom- 
ic practices. 


Needs Refreshing 


But no great economy, any more 
than an individual, can hold its 
own without refreshment and re- 
newal. Its programs and policies 
must constantly be adjusted to new 
times and new problems. 

The greatest single deficiency 
from which we now suffer is that 
the current national Administra- 
tion, while it has accepted most 
of the useful innovations of the 
past, has lacked perception and 
originality, courage and vigor, in 
building further upon the gains 
of the past. 

The prosperity that we have en- 
joyed during the past four years 
has been based too much on mo- 
mentum and not enough on recent 
adjustments and improvements. The 
machine needs some new fuel. 


The essence of the defect in the 
economic policies and programs of 
the current national Administration 
is that they do not accept the full 
implications of the need for full 
employment and full production. 
Believing that full employment and 
full production are “inflationary,” 
they have deliberately and success- 
fully set out to hold the economy 
somewhat below these levels of 
activity. They have accompanied 
this approach by the incorrect as- 
sertion that their policies and pro- 
grams have been responsible for 
the interruption of inflation. 

In absolute terms, organized la- 
bor, through its bargaining strength, 
has not yet suffered in the same 
way as the farmer and the small 
businessman. But the total wages 
of organized labor, during the four 
years 1953-56, will be about $42.5 
billion lower than if a full rate of 
economic growth had been main- 
tained. 


Keyserling Finds U. S. Economy 
Doing Well, But Not. Well Enough 


For each of these four years, the 
average annual wage of the aver- 
age wage earner has been about 4.6 
percent lower than it would have 
been in a full economy. This has 
an impact not only upon wage earn- 
ers, but also curtails the markets 
of practically every business con- 
cern in the country. 

Measured by the criteria of a 
generation ago, our economy has 
been doing well. But measured by 
the appalling conditions of our 
schools, the rundown state of our 
roads, the multiplication of our 
slums and the drawing down to 
unsafe levels of our outlays for 
national security and international 
economic improvement, we are cer- 
tainly not living up to the economic, 
political, or moral requirements of 
our times. 


Program Abandoned 

And looking ahead, the deliberate 
abandonment of a full employment 
program for all is even more threat- 
ening. For if the very serious in- 
juries which this abandonment in- 
flicts upon the farmer, the small 
businessman, and millions of our 
consumers, are not checked and re- 
versed, it will be only a matter of 
time when this economic injustice 
drags us into a prolonged business 
downturn. 

And even if this were not the 
case, the difference between an 
almost full employment program 
and a genuine full employment 
program could well mean an 
average difference of $50 billion 
a year in real product during the 
next decade. 

With a small part of this differ- 
ential, we could within 10 years 
meet our most pressing domestic 
needs. And through the wise utili- 
zation of this differential as a whole, 
we could enlarge rather than reduce 
the gap betwen our total economic 
strength and that of the totalitarian 
states, thus winning instead of los- 
ing a comfortable margin of super- 
iority which has so important a 
bearing upon the kind of world we 
will be living in a generation hence. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Page Five 


Saturday, August 11, 1956 . DOSE Gees 
A SYSTEM OF INTER-OFFICE AUDIO communications, linking 


entire AFL-CIO headquarters, is controlled from this panel. 


neces 


AIR-CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT keeps the new headquarters 
building at desirable levels of temperature and humidity. 


mammoth 


: SO ie é woe s ee 
BUILDING MANAGER Andrew Blanch inspects the 
control room housing the AFL-CIO automatic telephone dial system. 


oe 


LATEST MODELS of machine tools are used by maintenance workers at their important task of keep- 
ing the new AFL-CIO headquarters building in tip-top condition. 3 


THE ELECTRONIC ‘BRAINS’ of the AFL-CIO elevator system 
are checked by Building Supt. Courtland Zell. _ 
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How to Buy: 


Installment Buying Is Tricky: 


By SIDNEY MARGOLIUS . 


O* ALL the things working | people do to damage 
themselves, signing installment contracts they 
don’t understand and in many cases hayen’t even 
read is the most injurious and yet the .most common. 

Many installment buyers simply don’t realize that 
if they can’t pay the balance, the dealer or finance 
company not only 
can reposses the mer- 
chandise but can get 
a judgment for the 
balance owed plus 
the costs of reposses- 
sion and legal ex- 
penses. 

Nor-do they real- 
ize they may have 
also signed a wage 
assignment which 
will enable the cred- 
itor to go to the em- 
ployer and garnishee 
a debtor’s wages. 

Buyers can’t ex- 
pect fairness or 
“good sportsmanship” from installment dealers and 
finance companies. They operate behind a shelter 
of laws often stacked in their favor. Even those laws 


_|designed to protect buyers are often inadequately 
-|enforced, and so disregarded by installment sellers 


and finance companies. 


Making Ends Meet: 


SHE HAS A MESSAGE. “Miss Fire Fighter of 1956,” Margaret 
Daly, who was chosen at the fourth annual contest sponsored by 
Seattle Fire Fighters’ Local 27, will be the firemen’s candidate for 
Seattle’s Seafair Queen. More important, she wants you to “register 
and vote” in next November’s elections. 


Bread and Butter Facts: 


for most of the personal debt. 
paying off debts on new and used cars, 
debts are quite sizeable. 
volved debts amounting to $2,000 or more. 


63 Percent of All 
Families in Debt 


By BERT SEIDMAN 


Economist, AFL-CIO Department of Research 
EARLY two out of every three families are paying off some 
kind of debt. 

According to the Annual Survey of Consumer Finances published 
by the Federal Reserve Board, some 63 percent of all families owed 
some debt early in 1956. The largest number—37 percent—had 
installment or other kinds of personal 
debts, nine percent were paying off a 
home mortgage while 17 percent had 


both mortgage and personal debts. 


years, 


debts. 


and appliances. 


debt. 


Installment debt for cars, TV sets and other — goods accounts 
About one-fifth of all families are 
On new cars especially, the 
Nearly half of the new car purchases in- 


= * 


NE interesting fact revealed by the survey is-that workers tend 
to rely a little more heavily on credit purchases than other 
groups. Thus, about 75 percent of families of skilled and semi- 
skilled workers and 70 percent of families of unskilled and service 
workers had some kind of debt early in 1956 as compared with 
63 percent of all families. 

Families of workers and other American families have assumed 
this fairly heavy burden of debt in the confidence that they would 
be able to maintain or raise their incomes and thus pay off their 
debts and still be able to meet other family expenses. 
the expansion of consumer debt shows the faith. of Americans in 
continued prosperity. It has been an important factor in helping 

- to sustain the economy at a fairly high level. 

But there is another side of the picture. The present level of 
consumer indebtedness would become an impossible burden for 
many families if consumer incomes fell off. 

That is why the wage increases won by unions through collective 
bargaining are so important. Those wage gains make it possible for 
workers’ families to pay off old debts and, if necessary, assume new 
ones. They help to sustain a high level of consumer income and 
assure a prosperous economy. 


However, consumer indebtedness 
had already been expanding in prior 
In 1949 about one-third of all 
families had debts other than charge 
accounts and mortgage debts. Now 
more than half (54 percent) have such 


The large proportion of families 
paying off debts reflects in part the 
sharp rise in consumer expenditures 
last year for houses, cars, furniture 
Most of these pur- 
chases involved assumption by con- 
sumers of a considerable amount of 


In a way, 


Most courts, unfortunately, do not judge such 
personal financial tragedies on the basis of fairness 
or morality, but ask only one question, “Is that your 
signature on the contract?” 

What moderate-income families- must know to 
avoid tragedy are these three points: 


1—In general, installment dealers and the finance 
companies to whom they turn over sales contracts 
for collection are not as closely regulated as are 
banks. Too, their finance charges are in general 
higher than those of regular banks and credit unions, 
and in some cases much higher. 


2—Generally in buying on installments, you sign 
a conditional sales contract.. This contract not only 
gives the dealer or finance company the right to 
repossess the merchandise, but also the right to sue 
you for the balance if the value of the repossessed 
article does not equal the balance due plus the costs 
of repossession. 


3—In many states installment buyers may also be 
required by the seller to sign a wage assignment. This 
may be part of the “fine print” in the sales contract 
or a separate document. It gives the finance com- 
pany an added weapon. The finance company can 
get a court order requiring your employer to pay so 
much a week out of your wages on your debt. Some- 
times this means a man will lose his job, because 
many employers don’t want to be involved in such 
proceeding. 
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Facts on Electric Frying Pans 


By Nancy Pratt 


LECTRIC frying pans are one relatively new 
household appliance which have been getting 
a good deal of advertising and attention recently. 
Are they worth buying? Here are some factors you 
may want to take into account. 
: @ Prices are not 
outlandish as small 
appliances go. The 
cost is comparable to 
that of electric cof- 
feemakers or waffle 
grills, but the frying 
pans are much more 
versatile, with more 
usefulness not only 
for regular frying, but 
also for slow-cooking 
dishes such as stews, 
fricassees, and gumbos. 
Nevertheless the 
price is high enough 
to require some cost 
comparisons for most 
middle-income families before they buy. At regular 
stores, prices (with lids) range from $20 to $30; 
at discount houses, you can get reductions of 
$5 to $10 depending on the model and brand. 
(Lids are sold. separately but are worth the extra 
cost.) 
® Most brands are sold in small and large sizes, 
classified according to width. According to the ad 
for one brand, the small-size 1012-in. pan will handle 
six eggs and a package of nine sausages: at a time. 
I find this is quite a tight squeeze—particularly if 
you like your eggs flipped. 


Your Future Boss May be 


There are also differences in depth to consider, 
for depth is important in deciding capacity. Fairly 
deep pans with a capacity of seven to nine pints of 
liquid are the best for casserole dishes. 

® Shapes vary. The familiar round shape has 
been replaced in most models by a square -shape. 
The square shape is better for most types of regular 
frying—steaks, chicken, and chops—and is par- 
ticularly well suited for simmering “long” vegetables 
such as broccoli or asparagus. 

© The major advantage of an electric frying pan 
is that it will fry. foods evenly. with its thermostat- 
ically controlled temperatures. (There is normally a 
chart on the pan handle indicating correct tem- 
peratures for various dishes.) With the lid on, you 
can simmer meats or vegetables without danger of 
the liquid burning off. 


© Also helpful, if you have an apartment kitch- 
enette with inadequate stove burners, is the fact that 


~ such an appliance is the equivalent of another 


burner. 

© On the other hand, most housewives with a 
large modern electric stove which has thermostatic 
controls will find an electric frying pan superfluous. 


® Another drawback is the possibility of overload- 
ing your electric circuit—particularly if you already 
use an electric toaster and coffeemaker. 

All things considered, the greatest value of an 
electric frying pan is for women who have to plan 
their housework on a tight schedule and want to 
“set it and forget it.” (It certainly would make a 
wonderful wedding gift for a bride setting up house- 
keeping in a small apartment.) It may not be worth 
scrimping for—but it does seem like the type of 
appliance you may want to hint for at Christmas 
time. 


An Efficient ‘Electronic Brain’ 


eo 

Pittsburgh (PAI)—Hyman Kalson, a senior re- 
search and development engineer for the Blaw-Knox 
Co.’s piping division here, is an excellent one-man 
illustration of what automation is doing to the white 
collar worker. 

One year ago, when Kalson wanted to find out 
what would happen to a pipe network when it started 
to carry superheated steam between boiler and tur- 
bines, he would take his blueprints to a team of stress 
analysts in his company. 

They would have gone to work with slide rule and 
calculator and it would have taken them at least 
several weeks and hundreds of engineering manhours 
to make the calculations. 

All that has changed now. 

Kalson carries back to his office, in his brief case, 


raw data which is fed into a Remington Rand Univac - 


machine. In one half an hour he has ‘all the data 
he needs. 

The case history of Hyman Kalson provides a 
startling illustration of the conviction of John W. 
Carr III, assistant professor of mathematics at the 
University of Michigan, that electronic computers 
may some day eliminate most of the small industries 
and change today’s whole system of white collar 
workers. 

“I have no doubt that electronic computers are 
going to have a greater impact upon our society than 


atomic energy,” Carr declared. 


Bares PSbs 


- tains of business data, Carr pointed out. 


Electronic machines already have shown them- 
selves to be superior to humans in handling moun- 
And their 
use in solving complex scientific ‘problems was one of 
the main reasons for their development. 

Now, Carr says, the computer is being readied for 
the management field, where “it may very well handle 
day-by-day decisions based on set company policies.” 

This means that foremen, middle management per- 
sonnel and others whose routine decisions stem from 
established lines may be replaced or have their re- 
sponsibilities drastically changed. “The whole struc- 
ture of the white collar system is going to be changed, 
as is the relationship of the human to the organization 
for which he works,” Carr maintained. 

According to Carr, the streamlined company of 
the future will have a small management team work- 
ing with the scientists and technicians who supervise 
and maintain the machines. The management will 
make top-level policy decisions, the enginéers will 
relay them to machines for consideration in making 
routine judgments. 

With each computer unit requiring from five to 50 
engineers and mathematicians, and with more -than 
600 units being built in the next year, the manpower 
requirements for these units alone will absorb many 
of the engineers graduated annually in this country, 
Carr points out. Furthermore, many companies plan 
to double the number of men they will hire each year. 
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Bitter Dregs of Afternoon Tea Hollywood Observer: 


ae s e 
eat . white gloves and matched accessories. On no other Rocky Graziano Film 
vy the possible exception of an after-the-fu- . ‘ : 


i social i re) ibjected to such ful 
neral gathering, the least jolly of all social get- sae cue ct, The eine 


e 
AY eral entering the last jolly of al socal 8° goruiny by other guests. The reason is simole|C’qrriesg gq Real Punch 


The atmosphere at these soirees is one of a one ws guest hae apo ‘4 . tea = a yor time By PAUL PATRICK 
distressing daintiness that a smile displaying teet alf an hour is about par), she spends a dispropor- D—O 
seems like an uncouth expression of animal spirits. tionate amount of time getting ready for it. The OLLYWOoD— Se lapeed cg aig bets toon ore 
Large groups of preparations are elaborately fussy, but: the rewards ne a o x Paul Patrick, Cali ornia.” 
POR Ls hf The writer, indubitably a fervent Rocky Graziano fan, wanted 
refining effect on Conversation consists mostly of ladylike murmurs | t0 know why the heck this column had ignored the movie “Somebody 


each other, and the of “How lovely!” “So delightful!” and “How nice,to| Up There Likes Me,” now showing throughout the country. 


group behavior at an see you.” Actual discussions are unsuitable at aj The answer is that this columnist was at a union meeting the night 
afternoon tea is so tea. Gossip is impossible because of the risk involved ‘ 
restrained that it is in so large and fluid a gathering. Humor must be 


kind of spooky. Sim- so insipid as to provoke only the most restrained 


e ~ ‘9 
‘peringly sweet ex-  trills of amusement. Something Extra 
pressions and care- The food at teas is pretty and dainty, and the tea - : 
7 fully marcelled hair- _ table is a lovely sight to behold. This is a must, not| | _ The Screen Extras Guild has embarked on an educational ven- 
dos are the order of so much to stimulate appetites as to give the guests ture subscribing to the AFL-CIO News for management officials. 
the day. their opportunity to murmur “Lovely!” and “Ex- Not only has it voted to subscribe for all officers and for mem- 


Whether this quisite!” After all, they have to say something as| | bers of the board of directors, but in addition it has arranged to 
strange behavior is they stand around, sipping daintily and nibbling petit have the AFL-CIO publication sent to the labor relations direc- 


due to a set of rules fours and cucumber sandwiches. tors of every motion picture studio in Hollywood. 
passed on from Teas are not as numerous as they used to be, but 
mother to daughter, the ladies are still entertaining (I use the word very, 


or whether it is basic feminine instinct, I do not very loosely) other ladies at tea from two to five| of the press preview and only now has managed to catch up with 
know. But even the most forthright and unconven- o'clock. 


: ‘ : hh A ‘ the picture. (But we did give it a plug while it was in production 
tional women succumb. Bouncing outdoor girls Every time an invitation appears in my mailbox! several months ago.) 
lower their booming voices to discreet murmurs, and announcing this fact, I curse the day I was born a oh he 

highs idle SNE Golagiaaly Giliaisses. toe poe cago dag Your Hollywood Observer agrees with his New York correspond- 


ent that this is a fine, sensitive creation—one that reflects credit on 
9 ° MGM. 
For Your Healt h’s Sake: It is, of course, the powerful dramatization of portions of the life 


e ; story of the great Rock, with no punches pulled as to Rocky’s hood- 

a oo recaution teps ar Vy lum background, stemming from his childhood in Manhattan slums. 
The dr builds dil li ; i 

By Dr. Morris Brand means of controling tuberculosis is now available. Ce ee ae eee) eee 


is through the accumulation of medical knowl- Today’s-primary cripplers and killers are diseases of i ag age. hg se st 9 st Ath cng ~ ag 5 
* e and the intelligent use of it that life expect- the heart and circulatory system and cancer and for This i eek h ‘i amp Pp =e y. ule. 
fies oe Cchace aaa. Se then’ avten iohnes-oebie those under 25, accidents. There is much room for is is not just another prizefight picture. My wife doesn’t like 


health measures and techniques of preventive medi- i™Provement. sage hy i mn ming Cont we PE ie ‘ 
cine are not part of the daily living, the disease index kkk . As Rocky, Paul Newman is superb.- I don’t hold with those who 
d the mortalit ; claim he apes Marlon Brando. This lad Newman is going places 
ne —— ‘ y N the past two decades the gains have not been on his own. (In the MGM com- 
— nore poy ower made so much through the mass approach but ee" 
epidemics 


missary a few days ago, a couple 
of visiting teenagers approached 
i Brando and asked: “Could we 
please have your autograph, Mr. 
7 Newman.”’) 


Newman’s love scenes with Pier 
Angeli, who plays beautifully the 
i part of the Jewish girl, Norma, 
: who became the Italian fighter’s 
© bride, are in fine and delicately 
; drawn contrast to his undisci- 
' plined behavior in and out of the 
ring. His portrayal almost, but 
not quite, overshadows the story 
of the love of the two good 
women in Rocky’s life—his 
mother and his wife—and his 


rather through the intensive application of knowledge | ; 
by individual physicians through better surgery, use 
of anti-biotics, blood and blood substitutes, etc. For 
continued success more individual participation by 
~ the people in matters of health is needed. Dr. Leona 
many other condi- Baumgartner, commissioner of health of New York 
tions exist. City, recommends a do-it-yourself approach—not to | ' 
Thanks to the be confused with the ever-dangerous, deluding con- 
one . ee cept of self-diagnosis and self-medication. 
cai “a ge It is through the intelligent application of knowl- 
Health Organization edge that individuals will find better health and more 
of the United Na- }@Ppiness for themselves and their families. These, | ; 
tions, a great deal and not fear and abnormal anxieties, should be the | : 
ra aie and is being motivating forces. For example, it is proven, knowl- 
accomplished to re- edge that fluoridation of community water reduces 
dame tip tncilence tooth decay, that early diagnosis and treatment can 
and crippling effects lead to a high rate of cure of cancer, that tuberculosis 
of disease in those areas which are not as medically 94 syphilis can be reduced to a negligible factor, 
advanced as the United States, Norway, Denmark, that daily detection and treatment of diabetes will 


fever, malaria, diph- 
theria, smallpox, tu- 
berculosis, venereal 
diseases, typhus and 


¢ é t : ; acting talent merges beautifully 
Sweden and other public-health minded nations. permit the patients to live a normal period af life and Q with exquisite performances by 

Although the people of this country are among 2¥°id the complications of that disease. = Paul Newman Harold J. Stone, Eileen Hackert 
the fortunate in realizing a better health picture, it is This requires the individual to act intelligently, and Sal Mineo. Director Robert 
still far from the best. overcome inertia, conquer fear, use initiative to learn 


: " Wise and Scenarist Ernest Lehman show sincere and understanding 
True that our span of life has increased from about aed ee to. seek - by — le naene ee craftsmanship in their handling of the story. 
49 years in 1900 to about 70 in 1955 because the malities that can and do arise irom timé to time in| This picture proudly carries in large type the screen credit, “Made 
leading causes of death have been decreased; others, ll of us and then seek proper medical attention. ‘Siena TiS 2 ond dlabtlall There’ forei 
however, are now in the majority. Except for tuber- This is the era of do-it-yourself. A good deal of Peer Bee Re a Bean om: ie Foe 
culosis and the common cold, the more familiar com- preventive medicine can be done by ourselves as part made film acclaimed by cynical critics that cannot compare with 
municable diseases are under control and even the of a day-to-day intelligent way of living. Somebody Up There Likes Me. : : 
. , grrr sc eenncoppess cess eRe While some skeptics undoubtedly will poke fun at the picture’s 
title song because of its religious connotation, this observer liked its 
effect. The mass theatre audience with which we viewed the film 
applauded the song both at the start of the picture and at its end. 
No doubt Perry Como’s singing had something to do with it. So 
what’s wrong with a touch of sentimentality and religion? 
Moreover, as the lawyers say, if somebody up there had not liked 
Rocky Graziano, his life story might have ended in the death house 
at Sing Sing. 


+ + & 

Colorful Joe McTurk, prototype of one of the original Damon 
Runyon characters, has just been signed by Paramount for an impor- 
tant role in “Beau James,” the Mayor Jimmy Walker story starring 
Bob Hope. McTurk is a former bantamweight fighter who was asso- 
ciated with Jimmy Walker for 14 years as bodyguard and in various 
other capacities. In the picture, he’ll play the owner of a certain 
‘Broadway night club, a favorite spot of the mayor’s. 

xk kw * 

Franklyn Farnum and Snub Pollard, stars of silent screen days, 
have roles in “The Buster Keaton Story.” Farnum is the first vice 
president of Screen Extras Guild. Pollard is on the SEG board. 

-* & 

Production on “Raintree County,” delayed by Montgomery Clift’s 
auto accident injuries, has resumed at the studio and on location in 
m| Kentucky. Largest domestic production in MGM history, “Raintree 
ss fees | County” also stars Elizabeth Taylor and Eva Marie Saint. Edward — 


, Dmytryk is the director. 
FIRST COPIES OFF THE PRESS of the new Labor Day stamp showing a portion of the mural in} The Four Lads, currently the nation’s No. 1 quartet with their 
the AFL-CIO Headquarters Building are examined by Henry J. Holtzclaw, director of the Bureau of 


runaway hit, “Standin’ on the Corner Watching the Girls Go By,” 
Engraving (left) and AFL-CIO Sec. Treas. William F. Schnitzler. The stamp will go on sale Sept. 3| have been set to sing the theme song over the main titles of “Bus 
in Camden, N. J. 


Stop,” Marilyn Monroe’s upcoming starring picture for 20th-Fox. 
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: TI 
IT’S A ‘PAVA’ that’s being worn by this pretty Puerto Rican, one of thousands of TYPICAL FIESTA GAITY was displayed by Rosita Maya and her accompanists, , 
enthusiastic ILGWU members who acclaimed: their union’s medical aid to brothers who made a big hit at the ILGWU health mobile dedication ceremonies with their jess: 
and sisters in the commonwealth. rendition of typical Puerto Rican areas. plat! 
e : sermons M 
ILGWU Gives Health : 
EB cove 
Unit to Puerto Ri 3 
nit to Puerto Rico 4 
New York—Latin song and dance on Manhattan’s busy 38th St. trac 
accompanied ceremonies dedicating the Ladies’ Garment Workers’ for | 
new $40,000 Mobile Health Center, which is being sent to Puerto mer 
Rico as a gift from the LGWU. * 7 
Ten thousand people gathered in the heart of the largest garment & 
center in the world to hear brief addresses by ILGWU Pres. David fied 
Dubinsky, New York Mayor Robert Robert F. Wagner, Chief Jus- I 
tice A. Cecil Snyder of the Puerto Rican Supreme Court, and Joseph lica 
Monserrat, director of the New York office, migration division of the be, 
Puerto Rican Dept. of Labor. ” 
In addition, rhythmic Puerto Rican and labor tunes, supplied by Es 
a Latin band of the chorus of ILGWU Local 60-A directed by Ben tha 
Wolf, touched off dancing in the streets. Thousands later inspected qu 
the unique medical service center, patterned after the mobile health ( 
unit pioneered by the ILGWU Northeast Dept. for emergency serv- the 
ice in last year’s Pennsylvania floods. 4 
The huge, 35-foot-long custom-built vehicle was designed to pro- ees ee ‘ia 
vide medical service to organized garment workers in Puerto Rico. oo pe Pp acy Nase Sane why _ by vr ang Pocag ig Works & inc 
The union will m cos’ operati unit until modification ®S 4f¢, i us order, es. Davi udinsky, New Yor ayor KO ° agner, | 
o Pago ~ me sonia cots ee will lead to the Chief Justice of Puerto Rico A. Cecil Snyder and Joseph Monserrat of the island’s Labor Dept. ‘ 
establishment of a health and welfare fund to meet operating costs. bu 
Dubinksy, in dedicating the healthmobile, reviewed the recent 
legislative history of the drive to raise minimum wage rates for gar- 
ment workers in Puerto Rico, where the ILGWU is continuing its ; 
organizing campaign. m 


He drew cheers when he pointed out that in a short period of 
about three years, the minimum wage rate for corset and brassiere 
workers on the island has been raised from 33 cents to 75 cents per 
hour, and in union shops to 80 cents plus other benefits. 

The low minimum wage rates which have prevailed, he said, left 
the workers with no money for medical care, and therefore both 
Puerto Rican workers and the community will benefit from the 
union’s gift. 

Wagner hailed the unit as a great aid in bringing good health to 
the garment workers in Puerto Rico. He said those who have come 
to New York from the island are making an important contribution 
to the life of the city and are fine, loyal citizens. ; 

Snyder said that the unit was another physical manifestation of 
the many spiritual bonds linking Puerto Rico and the United States. 

A message from Dr. A. Fernos-Isern, resident commissioner of é a = 77 4, 
Pussto Riko, who was unable to take part in the dedication because HEALTH IS ON THE MINDS of these thousands of New York garment workers gathered at 38th St. 
of business in the commonwealth, was read. In it, he thanked the anq 7th Ave., Manhattan, at ceremonies dedicating the ILGWU Mobile Health Center for Puerto 


ILGWU, on behalf of the Puerto Rican people, for its “generous Rico. The unit is modeled on the healthmobile pioneered by the Ladies’ Garment Workers for 
gift.” emergency service in Pennsylvania during last year’s floods. 
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‘UNION MAID”  —A Serial Story. —By Bill Perkins 


WHICH REMINDS ME! 
> | HAVEN'T. READ HIS ~ 
COLUMN TODAY--- IT 
ALWAYS CHEERS ME UP! 


PRESSBOOK HAGGLERS 
NEWS COLUMN HIT THE 
NAIL ON THE HEAD LAST 
WEEK--“A HAPPY HEALTHY 
WORKER DOESN'T NEED 
A VACATIONS? 
HE SAID --- 


HERE ARE MORE 
VACATION REQUESTS 
FOR YOUR SIGNATURE, 

MR.GOTROX! 


WHETHER THEY NEED 
iT OR NOT! 


, J 
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WASHINGTON T 
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IN THIS ADMINISTRATION, reporters have Waruad, the way 
9 find out what somebody is planning to do for or to labor is to 
ad the business press, particularly the Washington Report of the 
J. S. Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chamber of Commerce weekly had an absolute beat, back 
in 1953, on the Taft-Hartley revisions proposed by the late Labor 
Sec. Martin P. Durkin. ‘ 

The list was accurate, the proposed revisions were correctly de- 
gribed, the “leak” to the Chamber of Commerce was total. It was 
White House refusal to live up to what Durkin considered an “agree- 
ment” to back the proposals that caused him to quit 

This year the Chamber of Commerce Washington Report has 
another beat to its credit in the field of labor proposals. 

Its July 27 issue says “concern has been expressed among busi- 
nessmen over some language of the labor section of the Republican 
platform, emanating from Sec. of Labor (James P.) Mitchell.” 
Mitchell’s alleged “proposals,” the periodical continues, would 
bless “federal assistance for job safety, extension of minimum wage 


contracts.” 

“The most alarming feature,” says the Chamber organ, is that 
the proposed draft “opposes state interference with union shop con- 
tracts . .. (and) would seemingly nullify right to work laws except 
for small local exteciishments that have no effect on interstate com- 
merce.” 

The 1956 beat was less ae than the 1953 beat because 
of one obvious inaccuracy. Mitchell does criticize state so-called 
‘ight-to-work’ laws, but he has never suggested that they be “nulli- 
fied” by repeal of the Taft-Hartley Sect. 14(b) that authorizes them. 
It is inconceivable that, belatedly, he should try to get the Repub- 
lican convention to endorse “nullification.” 

Mitchell’s Labor Dept. obviously couldn’t be expected to let this 
inaccuracy—intended to whip up mass opposition by businessmen 
—stand uncorrected. 

So somebody gave the Wall Street Journal a counter “leak,” and 
that excellent newspaper’s issue of Aug. 3 carried copious direct 
quotations of what Mitchell’s platform proposals really suggest. 

On “right-to-work” laws, the language runs, Taft- Hartley permits 
the union shop and the right “should not be abridged by federal 
laws.” It continued: 

“Neither should it be done by state laws, but the right of the 
states to determine how they wish to deal with matters wholly in 
their jurisdiction must be recognized.” 

This sounds correct because it is exactly how Mitchell has talked 
publicly, not questioning the “right” of states to bust union security 
but saying he wishes they “wouldn’t.” 

se ¥€ 


THE LEAKS TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE are com- |} 


monly attributed here to Sec. Sinclair Weeks’ Commerce Dept 
Weeks has meddled with Eisenhower Administration labor policy 
persistently. 

Labor Dept. spokesmen blandly claim that “nobody in our shop” 
leaked to the Wall Street Journal. And regarding the accuracy or 
inaccuracy of the direct quotations attributed to Mitchell’s document, 
they blandly reply, “No comment.” 

This observer doesn’t particularly want to drum up circulation 
for the Washington Report of the Chamber of Commerce. It is a 
fact of journalistic life, however, that labor reporters-here have to 
tead it (they get it free). 

Sinny Weeks’ tender concern for protecting the businessman from 
Durkin, Mitchell, unions or anyone else allows the Chamber of 
Commerce organ to get labor news in advance. And the Wall 
Street Journal and other businessmen’s publications get it next or 
more accurately. 

As Douglas McKay said long ago, this Administration “is a busi- 
nessmen’s Administration,” in the saddle to do a job for business- 
men. Weeks couldn’t agree with him more. 

x k * 

AT AN AUTO WORKERS EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 
here last April, Sen. William F. Knowland (R-Calif.), GOP Senate 
floor leader, astounded: one and all by saying he “would support” 
a social security bill granting disability benefits to the totally dis- 
abled at age 50. 

By July 17, Knowland’s temperature had returned to normal. 
The White House was fighting disability benefits and Knowland, on 
the roll call, voted against the amendment he told union members 
in April he “would support.” 


Morgan Says: 


coverage and more extensive wage-hour provisions in government 


<s 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through Fri- 
day at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


UPPOSE you fell into some kind of trouble with 
the law. Let’s even suppose that you were 
guilty. You would properly expect, even so, to be 
able to exercise your right to secure an attorney to 
defend your interests in court or any preliminary 
hearing, jets or E otetwine: But now let us sup- 
pose that all the lawyers 
you approached turned 
you away. “Sorry,” they’d 
say, “we can only defend 
the innocent, or those we 
think are innocent. We 
have our own reputations 
to protect, you under- 
stand.” 

You wouldn’t under- 
stand because this would 
somehow be George Or- 
well’s 1984, not justice in 
the U.S.A., A.D., 1956. 
So this supposition is exaggerated. But not so exag- 
gerated as you might think. If you carried the action 
of the senate of the sovereign state of New Jersey to 
its logical conclusion you would get just such a 
totalitarian situation. 

Last week the state senate refused to confirm the 
appointment of former Superior Court Judge John 
Ogden Bigelow to the board of governors of Rutgers 
University. It happens that the body is a deeiaeel 


Vandercook Says: 


Morgan 


Black Mark on New Jersey Senate. 


controlled and that the judge is a Democrat but par- 
tisan politics as such had only a partial bearing on 
the action against one of New Jersey’s distinguished 
jurists. 

The Republican senators objected to Judge Bigelow 
because he had represented a Newark school teacher 


_ who had pleaded the fifth amendment while testify- | 


ing before the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee. 

After a blast of criticism led by New Jersey’s 
Gov. Meyner, the senate crawfished somewhat and 
now whimpers that it feared the judge would be soft 
on Rutgers teachers who might invoke the fifth 
amendment regarding Communist activities supposed 
or otherwise. Judge Bigelow made it plain in open 
hearing that he would not appoint a Communist as 
a school teacher and he would not hesitate to dismiss 
one, but he would not vote to fire a teacher simply 
because he used the fifth amendment to protect him- 
self on questions of alleged Communist affiliations. 

One of the troubles here is that many of us have 
come automatically to presume guilty anybody who 
invokes the fifth amendment, or that somehow the 
fifth itself is “unlawful.” Admittedly, Communists 
and others have abused the privilege of refusing to 
testify when it might be self-incriminating. But this 
is no excuse for changing one of the fundamental 
tenets of justice, that the accused is presumed in- 
nocent until proved guilty, or for declaring the mon- 
strosity that the.accused’s counsel is guilty too. 

This action is not worthy of the New Jersey state 
senate. It is hardly worthy of that pathetic clump of 
congressmen headed by Rep. Walter of Penn- 
sylvania, the House Committee on Re tcaia 
Activities. 


How Wrong Can Wilson Get? 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commen- 
tator, sponsored by the AFL-CiO. Listen to Van- 
dercook over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 


HE public statements of Sec. of Defense Wilson 

are often worth repeating. Even when they’re 

just for laughs. The ex-automobile maker’s latest 

contribution to the gaiety and confusion of the nation 

was his observation that he thinks the rising crisis 

over the a of the Suez Canal by Egypt 

~ is “a relatively small 

thing.” Nothing, said Mr. 

Wilson, to “flip up and 
down” over. 

' ‘The sage of the Penta- 
gon then expressed the as- 
tonishing hope that it 
“would be a local friction 
and not something that 
would involve the east and 
west.” 

Sec. of State Dulles had 
earnestly discussed that 
“relatively small thing” 

with nearly two dozen worried foreign ambassadors. 
Mr. Dulles is reported to have pointed out that the 
outcry against the demand in Britain and France 
to use force, if need be, to restore that hundred 
mile-long ditch to international control, might fairly 
be answered by recalling that Egypt had undoubtedly 
used force first in seizing the canal. 

Dictator Nasser, no doubt warmed by the fact that 
he has won the applause of both Fascist Dictator 
Franco of Spain and Communist Boss Khrushchev 
of the Kremlin, dramatically proclaims that soon he 
will utter, to quote him, a statement of “great 
world-wide importance.” 


One guess is that the would-be leader of the Arab 


As We See It: 


Vandercook 


world will offer to internationalize again the Suez 
waterway only if Panama, Gibraltar, and other nar- 
row water crossroads of the globe are put on the 
same footing. Fact is that the Gibraltar Strait and 
other natural sea passages Nasser had in mind already 
are wide open for any ship to ply. 

The short-tempered Egyptian autocrat is further 
expected to insist that the whole knotty Suez ques- 
tion be referred to the United Nations Security 
Council, where a Soviet veto could give Nasser an 
easy and final victory. 

xk k& * 
HE widely spaced exchange of long, but not 
noticeably effective, letters between Pres. Eisen- 
hower and Premier Bulganin of Russia was continued 
by a further communication—this time, from Wash- 
ington to Moscow. 

Mr. Eisenhower politely chided Bulganin with 
not having yet permitted the reunification of Ger- 
many. And he advised him to rid Soviet foreign 

policies of the evils inherited from the now repu- 
diated Age of Stalin. 

Wrote Pres. Eisenhower's letter-writer truthfully 
enough: “I must confess that I am perplexed as 
to how we can work together constructively if the 
agreements which are negotiated at the highest level 
do not seem dependable.” 


7*.& 


| Raaraed hints indicate the Republican platform 
‘builders have no real problems. They’re going 
to use the last one over again with some fresh Madi- 
son Avenue shellac. We'll hear about cleaning up 
that long-since-proved-to-be-mythical “mess in Wash- 
ington.” And, there’s that boast again that Mr. Eis- 
enhower “ended the Korean bloodshed and waged 
peace instead of war.” An odd statement for an Ad- 
ministration that’s long since warmly endorsed the 
Korean war—because of the principles for which it 
was fought. 


Record of Congress Vital to All 


ONGRESS, by its actions these days, plays an 
important part in the life of every man, woman 
and child in America,” 


ABC national radio network. 
Biemiller urged every citizen to study carefully the 


record of their representatives in the House and Sen- 


ate, as he reviewed the work of the 84th Congress. 


Failure to pass federal aid for school construction 
was listed as the most lamentable item on the minus 
side of the record, and passage of the social security 
amendments “one of the most constructive accom- 


plishments of Congress in many years.” 

In outlining the scope of the new amendments, 
Biemiller noted that virtually everyone is now covered 
“except employes of subversive organizations and 
doctors.” 


The Longshoremen’s and Harbor Workers Com- 


pensation Act was said to have been one of the major 


Andrew J. Biemiller, AFL- 
CIO legislative representative, declared on the AFL- 
CIO program, As We See It, broadcast over the 


plus actions of the Congress. It was pointed out that 
the act covers 800,000 workers, not only those named 
in the act, but also all employes of American con- 
tractors working outside the territorial limits of the 
USS., and civilian workers in the District of Columbia. 

“However,” said the AFL-CIO spokesman, “the 
act has an importance beygnd those covered by it. 
It is generally considered as a model for the state 
legislatures. Its extension of coverage and its increase 
of minimums will help get badly needed improve- 
ments in some of the states next year.” 


Failare of the Congress to act on health and wel- 
fare legislation was noted. Biemiller pointed out that 
George Meany, AFL-CIO president, and officials of 
AFL-CIO unions urged such legislation to help pro- 
tect health and welfare funds of union members. 


“Insurance companies and business, however, op- 


posed the proposed new laws,” said scare ca “and 
they prevailed.” 
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200 Fired ‘Risks’ Seen 


Entitled to 


Old Jobs 


Approximately 200 federal workers discharged from “non-sensi- 


tive” government jobs under the Administration’s loyalty-security |S 


program are entitled to reinstatement in their jobs with back pay. 
The Supreme Court ruled last June that the employe security pro- 
gram set up by Pres. Eisenhower in April 1953 was illegal in that it 


had been improperly applied to 
non-sensitive jobs. The court held 
that the government could fire as 
security risks only workers in sensi- 
tive jobs and not those in posts not 
involved with secrets. 
Some Firings Stand 

_ In a memorandum advising heads 
of government departments what to 
do, Atty. Gen. Herbert Brownell, 
Jr., told them to review the cases of 
342 workers fired in the past three 
years under the program. In cases 
of workers who were holding jobs 
classified as sensitive at the time of 
their removal, or who resigned 
in the face of security charges, 
Brownell said the firings should 
stand. : 

Those in non-sensitive jobs, he 
said, were eligible for reinstatement 
under certain conditions. Justice 
Dept. officials estimated that some 
280 cases were in this category. 

Brownell suggested, however, that 
reinstatement and back pay be 
denied unless they had been claimed 
within 18 months after dismissal. 
Officials said that there is a legal 
doctrine, upheld by the courts, 
that persons must press their rights 
within a reasonable time or lose 
them. : 


Asst. Atty Gen. George C. Doub, 


who discussed Brownell’s memo- 
randum at a news conference, esti- 
mated that 25 percent to 30 percent 
of those dismissed illegally would 
be barred by this ruling from recov- 
ering their jobs and back pay, be- 
cause they had not filed claims 
within the 18-month limit. 


54 Have Applied 
Since the court’s decision, 54 
workers have applied for reinstate- 


ment, the department said. It esti- fo 


mated that about 20 percent of the 


2.3 million civilian workers on the | ; 


federal payroll hold sensitive jobs. 
The pay due reinstated workers 


would be based on what the em-, 
ploye would have earned in his gov- | 


ernment job less whatever outside 
earnings he may have received after 
dismissal. 


But Brownell pointed out that |’ 


department heads, if they wished, 
could immediately institute new dis- 
missal proceedings under other laws 
to “promote the efficiency of the 
service.” He said former employes 
should be notified of this fact, in 
order to give them an opportunity 
to decide whether they want their 
old jobs back or prefer to resign 
“without prejudice” to their claims 
for back pay. 


74 Apprentices Strive 
For Plumbers’ Awards 


Lafayette, Ind.—Seventy-four apprentices from 40 states and 
three provinces of Canada competed to determine the best in the 
third annual international plumbers and pipe fitters contests at the 


University of Purdue. 


The annual contests are spon-® 


sored by the United Association of 
Journeymen and Apprentices of the 
Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Indus- 
try in cooperation with the National 
Association of Plumbing Contrac- 
tors, the Mechanical Contractors of 
America, and the National Asso- 
ciation of Master Plumbers and 
Heating Contractors of Canada. 

Separate competitions will be 
held for plumbing apprentices, who 
number 42, and for pipe fitting ap- 
prentices, who number 32. A $1,- 
000 award goes to the winner in 
each group. A second award of 
$500 and a third of $250 wiil also 
be made in each group. 

Contestants take part in per- 
formance tests of practical skill and 
_blue-print reading ability, and in 
written tests to determine what has 
been learned from training and 
work experience. 

Winners will go to Kansas City 
where awards will be presented at 


the union’s 1956 convention. 


RS 


An apprentice instructors’ pro- 
gram ran concurrently with the con- 
test. Local unions sent more than 
150 apprentice instructors to the 
university for the five-day course. 


Switchmen Seek 


17 Percent Raise 


Chicago—Demands for a 17 per- 
cent wage increase were presented 
to the nation’s railroads in a pre- 
liminary conference here by the 
Switchmen’s Union. The SUNA 
also sought an eight percent wage 
rate adjustment to compensate for 
inequities: that have developed be- 


tween roadmen and yardmen under | 


the dual basis of payment. 

The union wants negotiations on 
penalty payments for holiday work. 
SUNA Pres. W. A, Fleete noted 
that settlement of the steel strike 
shows the way for answering the 
wages and rules demands for 


switchmen. 


Came the Dawn! 


PRAWN FOR THE 
* AFL-CIO news 


650,000 Sisclwerkere Return 


To Their Jobs—at Higher Pay 


The nation’s 650,000 Steelworkers returned to théir jobs—at higher pay—as iron-making Diast 
furnaces and steel-making open hearths were speeded back into production following the end of 
the third longest steel strike since World War II. 


The industry confidently pre- 
dicted that production would return 
to the pre-strike level of about 90 
percent of capacity by about the 
middle of next week. The bulk of 
the strikers have already been called 
back to work. 


Workers began getting the mam- 

moth furnaces that had been idled 
for a month back into operation 
on Monday. All of the major pro- 
ducers signed contracts over the 
weekend, following the basic pat- 
tern set in the agreement with the 
U.S. Steel Corp. 
The basic agreement called for a 
three-year agreement providing 
wage gains and other benefits 
amounting to 45.6 cents an hour 
over the life of the contract. 

Reserve steel inventories were 
hard hit by the dispute, which was 
the longest in the steel industry 
since the 54-day strike of 1952. 


| The industry estimated that the 
walkout caused a loss of 10 mil- 
lions tons of ingots. _ 

Immediately following the 
strike’s end, U.S. Steel announced 
price increases averaging $8.50 a 
ton—the largest price advance it 
had put into effect since the end 
of World War II. 

Earlier, smaller producers had 
announced hikes in prices of $9 
a ton, and immediately following 
the U.S. Steel Corp. increase, Re- 
public Steel announced that it was 


to remind us that the union label 


THE OFFICIAL AFL-CIO CHARTER is presented to the Central Labor Council of Elk, Cameron & Jefferson Counties, composed of 


14 affiliated organizations representing 5,000 members. The group is an outgrowth of.the Central Labor Council of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania, which long before the AFL-CIO merger included affiliates of both organizations. Present for the ceremony are, in the usual 
order, front row: Louis Neubert of Local 102C, Utility Workers; AFL-CIO Reg. Dir. George Craig; Pres. John P. McCluskey, business 
agent of Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers’ Local 502; Trustee C. C. Slater; Don Cummins of Common Carriers’ Local 836, and 
Henry McFarland, assistant to the regional director. At rear are Carl Benson of Carpenters’ Local 947, Ken London of Insurance Agents’ 
Local 77, AFL-CIO Rep. Dick Lichtenwalter, Treas. Fiorentino Ciami, Trustee B. E. Peterson, Sec. Marge Marrone and Sgt. at Arms 


John Costion. 


boosting prices by an amount com- 
parable to those previously set “by 
its competition.” Inland Steel later 
set its increase at $8 a ton. 

During the strike, Steelworkers 
Pres. David J. McDonald charged 
that the companies have been rais- 
ing prices in recent years by 
amounts substantially higher than 
the added costs of the new labor 
agreements. 

The cost of the new contract's 
direct labor costs has been esti- 
mated at less than $5 a ton. 


Meany, Schnitzler Point 
To Union Label Benefits 


The two top executive officers of the AFL-CIO emphasized the 
importance of the union label as a guide to shopping in separate 
statements marking the observance of Union Label Week, Sept. 3-7. 


“Union Label Week should serve® 


is the hallmark of quality and eco- 
nomic justice,’ AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany declared. 

“The consumer who purchases 
union-label products and services is 
the smart shopper,” Sec.-Treas. 
William F. Schnitzler said. “That's 
true during Union Label Week and 
during all the other 51 weeks of the 
year.” r 
Meany pointed out that the la- 
bel is labor’s “guarantee” to the 


z buying public that the product was 
& produced under union conditions 


by workers who receive good wages 


|and enjoy decent working condi- 
| tions. 


“During Union Label Week and 
during every week of the year,” 
Meany concluded, “union members 
should remember the union label, 
the union shop card and the union 
button. They contribute substan- 
tially to making this nation a bet- 
ter and stronger place in which to 
live. They are a constant remindet 
that organized labor is a powerful 
force for good in the life of ouf 
country.” 
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Pea Eleven 


| Bargaining Nets More Gains. 
For Unionists in First Half of 56 


Collective bargaining during the first half of 1956 proved more profitable for union members than 
contract settlements in the first six months of last year, according to the current issue of the AFL-CIO 
Collective Bargaining Report, published by the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research. - 

Most wage increases during the past three months have ranged between 10 and 15 cents an hour, 
a 3 to 5 cents more than in 1955, the publication points out. In addition, adjustments in non-wage 


yenefits, while varying widely, also 
pave been negotiated. — . 

The report shows that: 

¢ About 25 percent of the in- 
greases were 13 cents.or more an 

e Some 55 percent of the in- 
creases were 10 cents or more. 

e About 80 percent of the in- 
geases were 7 cents or more. 

e At the bottom of the scale, 
oly some 20 percent were as 
mall as 4, 5 or 6 cents. 


© Less than 3 percent of settle- 
nents were concluded without a 
wage increase. 

“It appears likely that wage in- 
meases negotiated in the second 
half of the year will broadly match 
the amounts typical in the first 
half,” the report says. 

“Although there undoubtedly will 
be exceptions for particular com- 
panies or industries troubled with 
any sharp economic. downturn, the 
level of settlements thus far this 
year is a compelling force for 
agreement On comparable increases 
in forthcoming negotiations. 

’ ©The continuing rise in produc- 
tivity in most industries and in the 
nation as a whole, together with 
the current high level of business 


‘Labor Reports to Nation’ Series 


Available on 23 Varied Topics 


“Tabor Reports to the Nation,” transcribed tai series prepared by the AFL-CIO, is now car- 


tied on 76 radio stations. 


Officers and staff experts from the federation and from international unions are interviewed in 
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Source: Consemer Price index of U.S. Dept. of Laber 


activity in most parts of the econ- 
omy, also bolster the prospect for 
widespread wage increases in the 
10 to 15 cents range in the months 
immediately ahead.” 

On non-wage benefits, two-thirds 
of all settlements thus far this year 


in other goods and services. _ la re- 
Combined with increases for 


CHART BY APL-CIO DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH 


have provided for improvements, 
the publication states. 

Health and welfare benefits have 
been broadened, pension plans lib- 
eralized, vacations improved, holi- 
days increased and supplementary 
unemployment benefits negotiated 
in many contracts both large and 
small. 


the series on such varied aspects > 


of labor operations as organiza- 
tion and foreign affairs, and such 
varied issues as housing and 
atomic energy. All are available 
on records for local broadcasting 
use. 


The series, as so far prepared, 
is as follows: 


1—“Impact of Labor Unity,” 
George Meany, AFL-CIO pres- 
ident. 

2—“Labor-Management Rela- 
tions,” Peter Henle, AFL-CIO 
assistant director of research, and 
Seymour Brandwein, AFL-CIO 
economist. 

—“Social Security and You,” 
Nelson Cruikshank, director of 
the AFL-CIO Dept. of Social 
Security, and Mrs. Katherine El- 
lickson, assistant director. 

4—“Housing You Can Afford,” 
Boris Shishkin, secretary of the 
AFL-CIO Housing Committee, 
and John Edelman, Washington 
representative of the Textile 
Workers Union, and member of 
the National Labor Housing Com- 
mittee, 

— “Right-to-W ork Laws,” 
Andrew J. Biemiller, and Hyman 
Bookbinder, AFL-CIO legisla-| . 
tivve represéntativves. 

6—“Labor Unity and the Com- 
munity,” William F. Schnitzler, 
AFL-CIO secretary-treasurer, and 
Joseph A. Beirne, president of 
the Communications Workers, 
and chairman of the AFL-CIO 
Community Services Committee. 


7—“Labor Unity and the Com- 


8—*The Charge of Labor 
Monopoly,” David J. McDonald, 
AFL-CIO vice president, and 
Stanley Ruttenberg, AFL-CIO 
director of research. 

9—“Labor Fight on Commu- 
nism, At Home and Abroad, 
James B. Carey, president, Inter- 
national Union of Electrical, Ra- 
dio and Machine Workers; vice 
president, AFL-CIO, and secre- 
tary-treasurer, Industrial Union 
Council. 

10—“Crisis in American Edu- 
cation,” Carl J. Megel, president 
of the American Federation of 
Teachers, and Emil Starr, national 
education director of the Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers of 
America. 

11—“Labor Unity and Foreign 
Policy,” George Brown, director 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Inter- 
national Affairs, and Michael 
‘Ross, assistant director. 
12—“Labor’s Fight Against 
‘Communism Overseas,” Irving 
Brown, AFL-CIO representative 
in Europe. 

BH the Unorgan- 
ized,” John W. el direc- 
tor AFL-CIO Dept. of Organiza- 

14—“Are Your 
Stanley Ruttenberg, AFL-CIO di- 
rector of research, and Peter 
Henle, assistant director. 

15—“Depressed. Areas— 
Threat to National. Prosperity,” 
Sen. Paul Douglas (D-Ill), and 
William Pollock, Textile Workers 
Union of America president. 

16—“What’s Wrong with Taft- 


munity” continued. 


Hartley?” Thomas Harris, AFL- 


»|Jack Kroll, co-directors, AFL- 


Taxes Fair?” 


CIO associate general counsel, 
and Jack Barbash, research and 
education director of the Indus- 
trial Union Department. © 
17—“United Labor and Poli- 
tics,” James L. McDevitt and 


CIO Commitee on Political Edu- 
cation. 
18—“The Plight of the Farm- 
er,” Andrew J. Biemiller, AFL- 
CIO legislative representative; 
Andrew Myrup, staff, Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional, and member of AFL-CIO 
Farm-Labor Policy Committee; 
Don Montgomery, head of the 
Washington office of the United 
Automobile Workers. 

19—“U. S. A-Power Leader- 
ship Challenged by Soviet Rus- 
sia,” William F. Schnitzler. 

20—“Automation—Threat or 
Promise,” James B. Carey. 

21—“Labor Unity and Civil 
Rights,” Boris Shishkin, secretary, 
AFL-CIO Civil Rights Commit- 
tee. 


22—“Labor Education Proj- 


cation. 


CIO legislative representative, 
and Leonard Lesser, legal consult- 
ant, UAW Social Security De- 
partment. 

Three others are pending. The 
projected subjects are health in- 
surance, problems of the aging 


Labor & Politics 


Millie Erb, State Director of the Women’s Activities Department 
of Arizona COPE, reports splendid results from the WAD regis- 
tration drive. More than 1,000 citizens registered in Maricopa 
County and more than 800 in Pima County. - 


K XX 
Social note: Guests at the wedding of Dick Rackleff, president 
of the Tulsa County CIO Council, which took place immediately 
after the ia closed, had to show evidence that they had voted. 
x * * 
- “I used to feel that my one vote didn’t count and so if I didn’t 
feel very well or was busy or tired, I just didn’t bother to vote. 
Then I decided to run for precinct delegate one year. I lost the 
election by JUST ONE VOTE.” 


These are the words of a woman delegate to a COPE conference 
held in Detroit. 


California, Idaho, Oregon and Washington were made states 
—by just one vote. Thomas Jefferson and Rutherford B. Hayes 
were elected to the presidency of the United States—by just one 
~ electoral vote. The Draft Act of World War I was kept in 
operation—by just one vote. In 1941, shortly before Pearl Har- 
bor, Congress decided this question—by just one vote. In 1950, 
Mennen Williams was elected governor of Michigan by less 
‘than one-fourth of a vote per precinct—a total of 1,250 votes. 


A member of the Indiana state’ legislature was elected by one 
vote. He, in turn, cast the decisive vote which elected Edward A. 
Hannegan to the U.S. Senate (in the days when Senators were 
picked by legislatures). Hannegan, serving later as President pro 
tem of the Senate, had to break a tie when the question of bring- 
ing Texas into the U.S. was voted upon. Hannegan voted to 
admit Texas. 

. : - ee 8 


Sec. Joseph D. Keenan of the Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers told an overflow regular meeting of Local 3 in New York 
City that “our great hope today is to elect energetic men to Con- 
gress who will repeal the Taft-Hartley law.” Keenan urged union 
members to support COPE fully and to see that they and their 
families are registered to vote. 

xk & Ok. 


ects,” John Cosgrove, assistant | 
director, AFL-CIO Dept. of Edu- 


23—“Workmen’s Compensa-|_ 
tion,” Hyman Bookbinder, AFL- 


Food Employes’ Local 590 of the Meat Cutters in Pittsburgh has 
formed a “100 Percent Club,” members of which are employes in 
stores where all the workers have contributed to COPE’s 1956 volun- 
tary fund-raising campaign. The first steward to gain entrance for his 
stora is Lester Hammond of the Kroger store in Bellevue. Other 
stewards who have sold every member of his store a $1 COPE mem- 
bership card are Gus Elborne, Harry Klaas, Remo Iannachione and 
Esther Cruthers. 
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Labor Asks Minimum Coverage 
For 9.6 Million More Workers 


The AFL-CIO asked the House Labor Committee to approve legislation to extend wage-hour pro- 
tection to 9.6 million workers not now covered by the Fair Labor Standards Act; 

The recommendation was submitted in the form of a statement filed Aug. a 

The House Labor Committee held two days of oral hearings on minimum-wage coverage _ then 
held open its record for interested groups to submit their views. 


The statement was made by Stan- 
ley H. Ruttenberg, AFL-CIO re- 
search director and chairman of 
the Committee on Fair Labor 
Standards. It was submitted in a 
covering letter signed by W. C. 
Hushing and Robert Oliver, co- 


directors of the Dept. of — 
tion. 


Coverage Nestowed ; 
Ruttenberg pointed out that by 


1949 amendments the wage-hour’ 


law’s coverage was pee nar- 
rowed. 

An inserted definition of the 
word “production,” he said, made 
“the activity of the employe, not 
the business of the employer” the 
test of whether a worker is pro- 
tected. 

“The test should be the extent 
to which the business of his em- 
ployer is related to interstate com- 
merce,” as in other federal regula- 
tory laws, Ruttenberg said. 

The 1949 amendments added six 
new specific exemptions and en- 
larged four previous exemptions, he 
observed. “This represented a back- 
ward step,” and the removal of 
workers from coverage is “totally 
inconsistent with the increasing 
complexity of our economy,” he 
asserted. 

Modernize The Law 

The law should be modernized, 
Ruttenberg stated, to include work- 
ers—particularly those in multi- 
state retail chains and among sery- 
ice workers and outdoor salesmen 
—who have ‘generally lacked the 
protection of a guaranteed mini- 
mum wage and overtime after 40 
hours a week. 

Family-type small business would 
not be touched by changes the 
AFL-CIO recommended, Rutten- 
berg explained, but workers should 
be covered in “retail trade domi- 
nated by large firms .«. . (and) by 
giant chain organizations.” 

He stressed the fact that in 1932 
retail workers averaged higher 
weekly earnings than factory work- 
ers, whereas now the picture is re- 
versed—but the retail workers lack 
the wage-hour protection that fac- 
tory workers possess. 


The vast majority of the 580,000 
employes in laundry and dry-clean- 
ing firms are not coyered, he said, 
and their wages “are among the 
lowest in the entire economy.” 


Low Wage Categories 

Wages of hotel workers are “no- 
teriously low” yet they are unpro- 
tected, he continued. Exemptions 
applying to workers in processing 
agricultural products are complex 
and produce “competitive inequi- 
ties.” An exemption for “small” 
telephone exchanges denies cover- 
age to “more than 20,000 telephone 
operators,” many working for huge 
companies, Ruttenberg cited in giv- 
ing examples of economic facts the 
wage-hour law should take into ac- 
count. | 

The 9,652,000 workers the AFL- 
CIO recommends for coverage, he 
said, “are predominantly in low 
wage categories and in the greatest 
need of the law’s protection.” 

Modernization of the law to 
cover them would about cut in half 
the estimated 20 million workers 
now excluded. 


THE TIMELIEST DRESS is modeled by Miss Gwenn Shepard, 


Chicago member of the Television & Radio Artists. Made by mem- 
bers of the Ladies’ Garment Workers, the dress sports 100 small 


watches, worth $150 apiece. Thé watches’ 100 balance wheels 


oscillate 43 million times a day to keep the pretty union maid on 
time for her TV and radio appointments. 


Labor Blasts Importing 


Far Eastern Farm Help 


(Continued from page 1) 
United States-Mexico Trade Union 
Committee, which first brought the 
plan to import Far Eastern labor 
to light, vigorously assailed the pro- 
posal, pointing out that it would be 
no service to “our brothers from 
abroad” to support programs clear- 
ly set up by the employers as a 
means of continuing widespread 
exploitation of U.S. and foreign 
agricultural labor. 

The committee, pointing out that 
agricultural labor is excluded from 
virtually all protective labor and 
social legislation, said that it does 
not promote the cause of interna- 
tional good will to bring foreign 


Aluminum 


(Continued from page 1) 

cals in Alcoa plants at East St. 
Louis, Ill.; Davenport, Ia.; Messina, 
N. Y., Cressona and Lancaster, 
Pa.; Chillicothe, O; Lafayette, Ind.; 
and Vancouver and Wenatchee, 
Wash., all ratified this agreement 
this week. 

According to Pres. Eddie R. 
Stahl of the Aluminum Workers 
the AWIU-Aleoa settlement pro- 
vides, in addition to a “package” 
boost of 46 cents an hour, 2.25 
cents for wage inequities the first 
year, 3.5 cents the second year, and 
1.5 cents in the third year. 

Traditionally, Alcoa has ex- 
tended to both unions the same 


; | contract terms, and probably this 


will happen this year. The Alumi- 


- | mum Workers settled with the Reyn- 
+1 olds Metals Co. on terms similar 


to the AWIU-Alcoa settlement, sub- 
ject to ratification by the 12,000 
members in 12 of the company’s 


plants. 


workers to this country for unpro- 
tected farm employment. 

The Japanese and Filipino work- 
ers are being brought in for three 
years of employment under a “loop- 
hole” in the McCarran-Walter Im- 
migration Act, which provides none 
of the carefully spelled out protec- 
tion of the Mexican Contract Labor 
Program. 


50 Young Farmers 
Will Study Here 


Denver, Colo.—A worker-student 
exchange program with farm or- 
ganizations in other lands has been 
announced by the National Farmers 
Union. Arrangements have been 


made with government agencies to 


receive 50 young farm trainees 
from western Europe for placement 
on host farms in states having FU 
membership. 


Eshenaur Honored 
By Bricklayers 

Reading, Pa. — Russel G. 
Eshenaur, president of the 
Glen-Gery Shale Brick Corp. 
of Reading, Pennsylvania, has 
| become an honorary member 
> Aiagton Union, Local 

A gold life-time member- 
ship card was presented to 
Eshenaur by Howard P. Heck- 
man, business representative 
of the union. 

The award, Heckman said, 
was in recognition of the out- 
standing role Eshenaur played 
im promoting the use of brick 


and clay products throughout 
the United States. 


(Continued from page 1) 
Hawaii” to “children and youth.” 

The AFL-CIO statement stressed 
the “paramount concern” of Ameri- 
can workers in the “healthy func- 
tioning of our economic system.” 

Only an expanding economy, 
with jobs for all and with a con- 
tinuing improvement in_ living . 
conditions fér all segments of 
the population; will provide a 
good future for the nation, the 
document emphasized. 

The American- economy’s “po- 
tentialities’” are tremendous, and 
the country stands on the “thres- 
hold of great expansion, the Dem- 
ocrats were told. 

Recent “falterings” in the econ- 
omy—early this year, in 1949-50 
and in 1953-54—can be avoided if 
the government’s policies are keyed 
to promote “maximum employ- 
ment, maximum production and 
maximum purchasing power.” 

On a number of issues gf direct 
interest to union members, Meany’s 
statement reiterated AFL-CIO be- 
lief in forward looking positions. 
Thus, he called for broadening 
of minimum wage coverage; a rise 
in the minimum to $1.25 an hour 
and aid for depressed industrial 
areas. Meany voiced sharp criti- 
cism of the Taft-Hartley Act and 
its subsidiary state “right-to-work” 
laws that outlaw union security 
pacts between management | and la- 
bor. 

Blasts T-H Act 
Sec. 14 (b) of Taft-Hartley, which 
gives the states a green light to 
legislate against union security, and 
the state laws themselves, “should 
be stricken from the book,” the 
Democratic platform builders were 
told. 

The Davis-Bacon Act, passed i in 
1931 to assure payment of prevail- 
ing wages on construction projects 
under government contract, “has 
not kept pace ‘with the times,” 
AFL-CIO statement said. 

It ‘asked the platform builders 
to pledge support for amendments 
which would bring Bacon-Davis up 
to date by: 

- 1. Covering all construction 
‘involving direct federal funds, 
federal guarantees or federal as- 
sistance. 

2. Extending the concept of 
“prevailing wages” to include 
numerous fringe benefits now 
universally enjoyed, as well as 
straight pay. 

3. Centralizing enforcement of 
the law under the secretary of 
labor. 

Discussing the Walsh-Healey 
Act, which was passed in 1936 to 
provide that firms holding govern- 
ment contracts must pay prevailing 
minimum wagés determined by the 
secretary of labor, Meany called 
for a strong platform to buttress 
the law against industry attacks. 

He asked for legislation to give 
clear authority to the labor secre- 
tary to make minimum wage find- 
ings on an industry-wide basis; to 


Hospital Checkup 
Shows Meany ‘Fine’ 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
was back at work last week after a 
brief hospitalization resulting from 
a stomach upset. 

Meany’s doctors, after a careful 
checkup, pronounced his condition 
as “fine” and he went immediately 
from the hospital to his desk. 


Phil Pearl Fires Ace 


On 129-Yard Hole 


Phil Pearl, director of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Public Relations, 
ended his summer vacation the right 
way. He shot a hole-in-one on the 
129-yard 14th hole at Indian 
Springs Country Club in Silver 


Leadership 
Of Nation, Says Mean} 


-|ment compensation—now operat. 


the | 


» Key Need 


insure that the act applies to # 
articles purchased by the gove 
ment on specific contracts; andggm 
prohibit injunctions suspendigg 
wage orders while the cases am 
argued through the courts. 
Urges Tax Cut 

- “Long overdue adjustment” @ 
the country’s tax schedule wa 
jurged in the Meany statemet 
HSince the 1954 Revenue Act Lave 
most of its benefits to corporation, 
‘and wealthy families, a further ge 
duction should benefit low andy 
middle income groups. . 
So, Meany proposed, the po 
litical parties should support the 
ending of a number of excisg 
taxes when their expiration dats 
comes up next Apr. 1. Present 
income tax exemptions of $600 § 
dependent should be _ increased, 
or the tax rate on the lowest im 
come. bracket should be divided 
to reduce the tax load. 


He also urged tax relief for smal 
businesses and a closing of the 
many tax law loopholes that now 
cost the government an estimated 
$9 billion a year. 


Broadened benefits in the coum 
try’s social security and health pro. 
gram were also advocated by the 
AFL-CIO leader in his statement; 
Social security pensions should 
be raised to be “more in balangg 
with rising wage levels”; unemploys 


ing through 51 different state sys 
tems should be made uniform and 
improved; the deterioration of 
workmen’s compensation ‘systems 
in recent years should be quickly 
halted; and protection against. im 
come loss from temporary disability # 
should be provided as part of the 
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federal social insurance system, 
Meany said. 


Integration 
Delayed in 
New Orleans 


Integration in Roman Catholé 
schools in the New Orleans Arc 
diocese will be delayed at least 
until September 1957, Archbishop } 
Joseph Francis Rummel announced 
in a pastoral letter. 

The Archbishop, who earlier this } 
year condemned segregation 

“morally wrong and sinful,” cited 
“certain difficulties” as the cause of 
the postponement but did not am 
plify them. He said merely that 
“we are not now prepared to intre 
duce integration generally.” 

The announcement revealed fot 
the first time that some integration 
has already been accomplished # 
elementary schools of the New 
Orleans parochial system, whitl 
embraces some 60,000 white and 
12,000 Negro students. 

Even before the Supreme Court 
order barring segregation, Arclt 
bishop Robert E. Lucey of Saag 
Antonio had successfully carried 


Spring, Md.,. using a No. 8 iron. 


out a program of integrating pale 
chial schools in south Texas. | 
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